hlamydia trachomatis, an obligatory intracellular bacterium, is one of the most common sexually transmitted organisms in developed countries. The prevalence of chlamydial infections varies, depending on the population examined, from an estimated 4-5% of all sexually active women in the United States to as many as 33 % of patients attending sexually transmitted disease (STD) clinics. In women, C. trachomatis is a major cause of urethritis, cervicitis, and pelvic inflammatory disease.
Long-term sequelae of upper genital tract infections include infertility, ectopic pregnancy, and chronic pelvic pain. Recent chlamydial infections may be associated with premature rupture of membranes, preterm labor, and late postpartum endomyometritis. [2] [3] [4] In men, C. trachomatis causes over 40% of cases of non-gonococcal urethritis 5 and is an important cause of epididymitis, prostatitis, and proctitis. Vertical transmission of C. trachomatis can lead to inclusion conjunctivitis in the newborn and pneumonia in infants during the first months of life. In addition to the clinical manifestations mentioned, there is a high rate of asymptomatic infection in both males and females; up to 70% of infected females are asymptomatic. 6 There are a variety of methods available for the detection of C. trachomatis 12 The Amplicor system assay is rapid; laboratory processing is only 4.5 h, which compares favorably to the assay times of the antigen detection methods. When chlamydial organisms are present in small amounts, the rapid antigen detection tests are less likely to detect the low levels of antigen present. The PCR method enables the detection of small quantities of specific DNA fragments and has the potential to identify DNA from organisms present in low concentrations. The material and labor costs of this kit depend on the volume of assays performed. In most centers, the total cost will be approximately $20, somewhat more than the cost of Chlamydiazyme but much less than that of cell culture.
Our study demonstrates that the Amplicor C. 
